Tension pneumoperitoneum aggravating respiratory failure. A case report.
A case of tension pneumoperitoneum secondary to barotrauma is reported. Any patient needing high pressures for ventilation and oxygenation is prone to this complication. The important respiratory and haemodynamic implications are discussed. It is suggested that drainage of a tension pneumoperitoneum is easy and safe and has major beneficial effects on the respiratory and cardiovascular systems.